HLA haplotypes and long survival in childhood acute lymphoblastic leukaemia treated with transfer factor.
Association between HLA haplotypes and long survival was investigated in 116 children with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia. It was found that patients with A2 B12 and/or A2 B40 haplotypes survived longer than patients wtihout these two haplotypes. Since all children were treated with transfer factor obtained from their relatives, it is suggested that children possessing A2 B12 or A2 B40 haplotypes may respond better to this type of immunotherapy.